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W ELL folks , here I am ag'ain, and 
this time with a brand -spailking 

new name, and boy howdy what a nam (' 
-"The Go-Devil." 

"GO-DEVIL" 

r can picture my self tearing along 
through the entire sys tem, bringing to 
every Shell Pipeliner the news and ex­
c.itement which is happening all along 
the line. I hope to scrape Ollt any ane! all 
news which may have developed, and in 
my wake leave a clean system through 
which will flaw a high-gra vity tender of 
close fellowship and good will. 

I T was G. L. Shanks, Valua tio n En gi. 
nee r, who entel 'ed the name " Go­

Devil" in the "What is iVlv Name" con­
t es t, and he will be awarded a fi ve dol­
lar prize by the judges who cons idered 
this suggestion the mos t ap pl'Opria te of 
the na mes submitted by the many per· 
sons who entered the contes t . The namE: 
"G o·Devil" is fittin g fl'om the poi nt of 
vie w that (1) A go-devil is clefinitel~' 
Rssoeiated with pipe line opera tion; (2) 
it is descl' iptive of the miss ion to be 
served by the pipe line magaz ine, a nJ 
(3) the name is distinctive and catchy. 

GEER 'S QUICK ACTION 
SAVES BAKER'S LIFE 

Quick first aid treatment by A. L. 
"Buck" Geer. Electr ical !Vlai;ltenance 
Supervisol', viest Texas Area, undoubt.· 
ed ly saved the life of O. K. Ba kel'. Ri g ht. 
of·Way Agent 
of Sh e I I Oil 
Comp any , when 
tile latteJ' stum­
bled into a nest 
of ra ttlesna kes 
and was bitten 
fo ul' tim es, on 
May 28th, \vhile 
on an inspec tion 
trip neal' Sey. 
mour, Texas. 

With the add · 
ed difficulties of 
los ing the way, 
runn ing out of 
.g·as, and clri \. i n.g: 
" ' ith a prof ll s el~' 
bleeding a n cI 
very sick man in 

A. L. GEER 

the caJ' .. Geer kept cool a nd alert and 
managed to g'et Baker to the hospital fO! ' 
professional care within :35 minntes of 
the time of the accident. The eloctor who 
took over the case stated that the fir s t 
aiel ad mi n istered b\' Geer \'·:as th~ bes t 
he had ven seen on a snal,e bil~ case. 
Official com mendatio n ha s a lready been 
g' iven Gee!' foi' his prom pt a nd correct 
wOl'k, and apprecia tion surelv goes to 
him from the entire Shell familv, 

Detail s of the aecident reaci like a 
Saturday serial at the nei ghbo rh ood 
movie-action an d drama being- packed 
into 30 minutes. Gee!' tell s the story 
thus: 

"Bakel' and I d rove south from Se ,,­
mour to Bomarton, where we left th e· 
highway an d being on unfa miliar country 
J'oads soon weJ'e lost. After wand ering 
around 30 01' 40 minutes . we fou nd the 
pipe line righ t.of. way \\;here til point 
of da mage was. I hooked a te,t set on 
the telephone to call the off ice wllTI ·' 
Bakel' walked down to a little stream 
about 100 yards from where I s tood. In 
a moment, while t he phone was I'in g ill g;, 
r heard seve ral screams fr om the clirec­
tion in whieh Bake l' had gone . I jerked 
nw test set from the line a nd ran toward 
the creek. Baker was runn ing towa rd me 

(Contin ued on P age Eight) 

TO 'l-V. F. Byrne, goes the credit f or 
the titl e layout and them e, along' 

wi t h C. N , Bissell and S . N, Shields, who 
a-sisted in the des igning and lettering, 
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PIPELINERS FIGHT FLOOD PROBLEMS 
Heavy l'a ins which continued unrelentlessly during the past three weeks in parts 

of Oklahoma and Texas, which normally have no rain at this season of the year, 
have caused dry river beds and tricklin!.?· streams to flood thousands of acres of 
co untry side. These flood waters, the highest in memory of many pipeliners, have 
se riously hampered and impel'iled our pipe line operations. In order that the flow 
of "black gold" might not be stopped, the men along the pipe line and th e telephone 
and telegraph systems have kept twenty-four-hour vigil at the river cross ings and 
in the lowlands and have been required to suffer many personal inconvenienc es­
these are the men whose day-in and day-out efforts are seldom heard of, but who, 
nevertheless, are the men who regardles s of weather make it possible for the sys ­
tem to continue operating. Their sp lendid work in this flood emergency ha s been 
most commendable. 

The thought was recently expressed 
that many of Olll' men in the offices and 
along the pipe line seldom realize what 
is going on "behind the scenes" to keep 
" rude oil moving to the refineries and to 
make it possible to pick up the telephone 
receiver at any time during a 24-hour 
pei'iod and talk with distant points along 
the pipe line. The floods now pouring 
over our faci lities serve to make all of 
us conscious of some of the problems 
with which these field men are confront­
ed from day to day. 

Red River Crossing Goes Out 

Red River, at the point of our pipe line 
crcssing, reached its hig'hest flood stage 
in manv vear~ and fO!' several \'-_'eeks has 
imperiled' all -of our facilities. Saturday, 
June 14 , the main line crossing gave 
way to the flood waters, necessitating 
the loop li ne to carry the load across the 
river. Thi s loop was laid in H)28 in or­
der to meet just suc h an emergency­
nc\\' after 13 years it is well serving its 
ini tia l purpose. All telephone and te le­
graph facilities were previous ly washed 
a way. Temporary camp facilities had 
been set up at Red Ri ver for the men 
who have been assigned there to keep 
clo'e w,ltch on conditions so as to be 
read y to t ake whatever action is neces­
~a ry in event of a break in the line-the 
river had come within ten inches of the 

(Continued on Page Five) 

T & T Ha've Their Troubles 
By W. C. Putnam, W ire Chief 

" Ri ver, Stay '\Vay From Our Door!" 
That's what J, E. Brookman, District 

Telephone Maintenance Supervisor, must 
have been saying for two days before it 
happened. However, at 8:15 Saturday 
evening:, May 24th, the Red Rivel', swoll­
en from heavy flood waters, failed to 
heed our wal'l1ing and washed a way seven 
of ou I' poles and wire. By 8 :45 Brookman 
wa s picking up Jess Dudley, Mainten· 
ance Foreman, and four of his men and 
headed toware! Red River. Meanwhile, 
Carl P ower, Dish-iet Telephone Mainten­
ance Superintendent, had been notiIled 
at Has keJl , Texas, of the trouble at Red 
River and started about ten o'clock to 
help Brookman make temporary repairs 
if and when possible. 

At the break of dawn on the 25th, 
Brookman, POWel', Dudley and his men 
did yeomen duty and managed to make 
temporary repairs by stringing 3000 feet 
of rubber covered wire on trees of every 
size and description between pole 35-3 
(Last pole on Texas side to stand), and 
3'1-32 pole which withstood this first on­
slaught of ru shing wate]'. The hardest 
job of aJl was st ringing about 1000 feet 

(Continued 011 Page Five) 

• 
l'<lnk s moun ted on 8-foot 

p:Jing in 0 e e p Fork 

Riv~r Bottom . 

• 
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On Monday evening' , Jun e 10th, a fal'l'­
wpll pal'ty was 0'iven 0, A, Vel'tl'cese 
;111<1 family IIY Shell Employees in th e 
Cushing' ni~trict at the Armory in Cu:;h­
in!!,', A ba:;ket dinner was served and" 
mu s ical pl'og'l'a m was l'endel'cd , supple­
mented by g'l'oup ,.;ing'ing- of old-time 
,'ongs, Ahout 200 01' Illore were in at­
tendance, 

Farewell ,!!:ifts we l'e pl'ese nied, among 
which was a Mix-Mastel' and a beautiful 
sct !'ing' was presented Mr, Vcrli'C'(:sc by 
those employee,.; who worked unti e)' his 
dil'ect sUj::cl'vision dUl'ing' the past yeal's, 
MI' , Vc rtl'cesl' I'csign(;!d .June: 7, 1~)41, to 
l'ngag'8 in otiwr lines of endeavor aftcr 
l5 yeal's ' servite with Shell Pill(' Line a s 
Mainten an ce FOl'l"l1<.1n and Construction 
Foreman in Oklahoma and Tr-xas, 

- -- -- ------ -- --- --

(:nHlual.ing rronl M c e I( (. r High School. 
McdtC'f. Ofdahoma. in lht· l!HI da ..; ~ arc 
thr('(.' student.:". :-;011"": and c1ang-hter,,, or Pipe 
Lincr~. Ldl If) rig-hI.: Opnl Pl1SSIl10n~. 

dnu~hlcr of A. 1-1. Pn s~mIH(,. 2nd Cln~s Sta­
tion En~inc('r at C ushin):!". Oldll.: 'Vancil 
Arthur. :"1)11 C)( 1-1 • .I, Art,hlil', Hay Station 
En"rinccl". find Mnrjoril' Monre. Ch.H1Jdllcr of 
.Jnm"'~ A. i\l nure. Ray gtatinn Engineer. 

On Wednesday, .JLln(' 4, J~I<lJ , MHl'gal'ct 
Maurine .JoI1(,s and A, Odin Crownover , 
Wl' I'C married at Pitts blll'g, Kans<I";, Mr, 
Crownovl'I' lately entercd the scrvicC' oJ 
Shell ?ipe Line Corponltion as Surveyor 
at Cu~hinj!,' Ofl'il'l', 

" GATOR" H UNTER 
Chid E:ngilwer A, F, McBl'ide of 

Cleve/an(J Station has tUl'l1cd mig'hty 
nimroil , Ill' I'cee:nliy used his tnlsty 25-
20 I'iflc, to dispatch two fa ir sized a lli ­
l-':atOl's found c nli s ing in the bal' -ditch 
next to Lhe s t.ation fc'nce, Onc speeimcn 
mea s llred ()-foot-,-ti-inches and \\' eig h('d 
150 pounds, When "Mc" was asked if Ilt' 
likl'fl allig<ltor s teaks hc replied "No, 
but 1 am g'oing to have book COVel'S and 
bill-folds on th e ma l'/{ e t soon, And 1 
mean thl' gen-u-w ine al'tieles too," 

The Go-Devil 

" Doc" Brown Uses S leeve 
Dres .... er As Laryngoscope 

At a rccrnt ;;afcty meet ing in Eas l 
Texas, General Chairman E:. H, Spiel' 
was b('colll ing' toneerne<i about th c ilb­
,,(' ncc of his s-ecre tal'Y .Jack 11, Brown, <Is 
the meeti ng' hOlll' a l'I'i vCli. .J acl, nev('r 
mis ses a meeting, alv,/ays heing on tinlt' 
with a carefully prepal'ed sct of minutes , 
Tliis was an outdool' meeting, and dark 
was apPl'Oaching-stili no secl'etary, 

Finally, .JaC'k appeal'cd with an ex pres­
s ion of peace, confidence and sa tisfac­
tinn on his countenance, Then hc told the 
l'e,lson fOl' his bei ng: tardy, 

It seem,; that jl1 ~t at the t.imp to dc­
ic<ll't for safety meetin g a neio·hi.Jol' 
tail ed for help' in doclo{'ing his" cow. 
Bossie was do wn and ouL, s uffering- plain­
ly fl'Olll asphyxiation and s nffocatio:'" 
All att~'lllpLs to hold open the bovine's 
jav,'s wCl'e both dang-el'Ous and futile, un­
til .Tack ha(l an ins-pil'atioTl, He quiddy 
sec llred a small S('t of pruning' hooks 
fl'om hi s house and a fOlll 'r inch dres se r 
s leevl' hom thl' sta tion neal' hy, Us ing 
selid siPeve 'IS a lal'yn g'o:;copc I;e thl'u , t 
the hooks safely th rough Boss il"s hu<:ta I 
e<lvity, bringing to lij!,'ht the obstruction 
whieh proved to he a fail' s ized pi ece or 
sassafras roo t. In a f(,w Illinuk, the l'O\\' 
had I'('cove l'ed, the neig'hbol' was h:1PPY , 
,Ja('k H , Brown, D, V" was on hi s way 
to Re,!!:ulal' Safety Me'cting, Chaptcr No, 
22, 

M ISS BECI\ E H ( :O ES TO 
W A SHINGT ON 

Thi s i;; not an adv(,l'tiscnwnL of a ;;()­
qu e l to the' I'el'('n t moving' pietul '(' "M I'. 
Smith Goes To Washing,ton," featuring 
.Jimmy Stewart, who Caroline I'eally 
t hinh ('I '?) is still in WashingLon , W e 
wond c r if thi s had any hea ring' on he r 
det ision to leave Hcad Offie(' and tak" 
up res idence in the N a tion's eapital, 
whel'e s he will continu(' to se rve lVII', 
High a s "ecretary, Hel ' close busim'!';>; , IS­

~ocillte~ and Illany pipe line lriends fl<lve 
c- xp l'e ssed th e ir regrets at seeing hel' 
leave th e pipe linc family, but wish her 
evel'y s uccess and happin ess in hel' new 
posi tion, 

SA FETY RECORD 
Ih\)'s \Vilhoul Acciclenl:-; 

M i(i-CI)ntinenl A rN\ 

T(>I ('phoIH,' allti Tl) lc~l·n ph . 

T ('xas-Cu lr A r ea , 
\o¥ c;;-:I. '1'(' :,\ ;,:-< An.'a., 

, , ~:S., 

, , .20. 
1:) r 
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1'lPELINERS FIGHT FLOODS­
(Continued frcm Page Thlee) 

poate valves at the ri ver crossing at the 
tim e of this writing-. 

Norm a 1 I v it small l'amblillfr rut 
through the sands of I'Vest Texas, th e 
Pecos River is now a ra g ing flood, 
spreading ovel' much of the C'Olllltryside. 
These waters caused di s t'uption of oper­
ations en the Ta)'lol ' Li:,!;-McCal11ey line s 
for sevel'al clays. 

Mid-Continent Not Missed 
In the Mid·Continent Area the V,'ashi­

La Rivet· left. it o; banl;s near the pine line 
crcssing and :,pJ'ead over Paul's Valley . 

• 
flood water ru s h­

ing down li. S. 

at Paul's Valley. 

Oklahoma. 

• 
Oklahoma, and v icinity, blocking' all tl'af .. 
fie throll~rh th e town. SOl)]e of our men. 
together ':\\,ith th eir cars and t l'Ucks , were 
mal'ooned in the town for 40 hOlll·S. High­
lI'ay 'ii, \vhich runs through the town , 
was impassable. 

The bovs fronl Kev West . Oklahoma. 
(Continued on 'Page Scnn) 

De-ep Fo rk R:ver BoHom~ 

T &. T H .. HE TH EIR TROLBLES­
(Continued from Page Three) 

of \\'i l'e out across the \yatet· covered 
bottoms to pole 34-32. 

To s tart, Brookman had hired the best 
available boat and motOl' in \OVichita 
Falls to clo thi s pal'ticlllar part of the 

• 
La s t picture taken 

or T. & T. Red Ri\'er 

cro~:-ing tower which 

I()('a tio n at hei~ht of 

flood was ~OO feet out 

in chnnnel. The tow('r 

was washed away !l ~ 

were 27 of the [J o les 

on the ~- outh side of 

Ihl" river. 

• 
job. but ocld a~ it n1<ly seem, thi s boat 
with its po\vel'ful littl e motor was of ab ­
solutel)! no value to them beca use of th2 
peculiar w ater cunents caused by the 
watel' swirling around tl·ees. Th e boat 
could not be made to do its owner's bid · 
ding' and finallv \\'as discarded. Since 
the" boat co uld n'ot be made to perform, 
our men (Brookman, '?ower, Dudley and 
his men) had to wade in \','atel' and muci 
that \\'as more than . knee deep, and at 
times armpit deep, to drag 1000 feet of 
wiJ'e out to pole 34-82. 

Due to tIle excellent co-opel'ation of all 
tr.l' Ille n on the job telephon e service was 
le~lO l'ed temporarily at :3:45 p.m., May 
25th , jus t 10 hours and 45 minutes after 
the line had gone Ollt of order. 

BlIt t h is was not the end for more 
flood w<\ tel'S were on the way do'.vn and 
at 5::30 p.m., June 2nd, Old Man River 
\'O~e lip and washed away three more 
poles nodh of .34-:j2. This time , ho \··.·ever, 
onlv Brookman. Power and one extl'a 
help lineman took on the job of tempo· 
ral'v repairs, and between dawn and 8::30 
a.m-" of June :3rd , when telephone service 

(Con tinued on Page Six) 
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On Saturday afternoon, May 24th. 
twenty-seven Pipe Line ('ml1loYl'e ~ and 
their families gathered at Big: Sp"ing 
City Park and enjoyed a basl(cL s upper, 
under sponsol'ship of the Big' Spring' 
Safety Chaptel', whieh include:; West­
b,'ool( Garden and Robert'~ stations, and 
Color~do office, 

The p, R. Shaffers, who are being 
transferred to Ellniee. New Me x ico, we r e 
honored with two soci al function s , Firs t, 
on the evening of JVl<l,y 20th, abou t 25 
fellow employees gathered on the Pecos 
I'iv el' for a stea k fry, After eating, sever­
al speeches and responses were made and 
the Shaffers were prese nted wiLh a set 
of g lasses. On Satul'!lay (!, vcning- the 
24th, the members of the McC>lmcy 
Country Club, including' both S hell e m­
ployees and town s people, honored th e 
Shaffers with a dance and I'efn~~ hmcnts 
at midni g ht. 

T & T HAVE TJ-mm TIWUBLES-
(Continued from P ag' (' F ive ) 

was ac:ain re~ tored, the~e three "stout 
fellow~" had :l trung in anoth e r 2000 feet 
of wi I'e acro~s the treaeherous water 
covered river bottom flats to pole ;,\4-28, 
Lost time on this case WaS only 1 fl hou),s, 
nin e hours of which wa s s pent waitin,e: 
for th e pitch dal'1( night to wane into 
oayli~ht, Th is a job well done! 

Still no rest for the wecll'y. Old Man 
R ed Riv e r was not to he dcnied. At 10:00 
p,m" .June 6th Ollr tempol'al 'y rcpa irs 
had washed ""way again . Brookman and 
Powe r were again called fOI ' night outy, 
but thi s time the river had done its worse 
and when daylig'ht finally came on Sat­
urday, the 7tl;, both Brookl~Hln an d f,ow e r 
saw tha t all poles leadJll g' hom th e 1 ex"" 
ba nk to the "H" fixture and OUI' Hf} -foot 
stee l tOWel' away out jn the bottom had 
been washed aw'ay, By 2:00 l1,m. , Satlll'­
day, both the "H" I'ixture and th e towel' 
betwee n the Tc-Xcls and Oklahoma banks 
fell and di sappeared into the muddy red 
waters of Old JVIan Riv e I.' , 

At the time of writing , .1llne 12th , hir-,'h 
wa ter s till have restricted any attl~ mpt 
at I'epair:; , Bu t w ith the help , of Tim 
GI'Cg'OI'Y , Maintenance Foreman In Ok la ­
homa, a nd his men, previolls ly P."ven 111 

prcparation for the next att(~m pt, the 
lines s hould soon be I'epall 'ed, 

Twen ty-seven pol('s were wash.!d awa,y 
not including the "H" fi xt llrc ()I' th e stt'c l 
towel'. 

The Go-Devil 

C. B, "Bruce" Cowling', Telegraph and 
Telephone operator at the McCamey of­
fice, until March 6th , when he answered 
the call of "Uncle Sam" to report to Fort 
Bl iss, Te xa:;, is no\v in train ing- at Fort 
Wan'en , Wyomin,g. 

R. V, " Eddi e Cantor" Fores ter, Tel e­
graph Eng'in ee l' , HO ll ~ ton, I'eports a third 
daug'hter in his home, Susa n, born Feb­
ruary 20, 1!J41. 

l'ipe Line l' Presl' nts Di plomas 
1';, H. Conn, Dj ~ tri('t T e lephone Main I 

tenance Supervisor , with headquarters < 

GoodrilOh, Texas, prese nted the diplon~; s 
to the graduating c la ss oJ the Goodl'l ], 
High Sc hool, Ma y 2al'(l, as pl'(l,;id ' lIt or 
the- School Board of Trus tees, MI', Conn 
has been pres ident since September, 1!)8~, 
and from Mal'eh 3 of th e s"me yeilr until 
his pl'esent appointment, he wa s a mem­
be r of the board, 

The night of th e Hous ton fi(\od Bill A. 
Littell did not get home. We are wondel'­
ing' if he jus t used the hig'h 'Y~ltel' as <In 
eXl'u se , ef;pccialiy si ne " hiS wife IS away 
v<lcationing' in St. Loui s _ 

IVIr. and i\'I,'s . .), W, LaBoon ('1'&1') 
announ("e the al'l'ival of a 30n, BI'lIl'(~, 
.Tune 14th, 

.1, K. Alfred, 11. O. Eng'in(' l'rill~ De­
partment, "had" a G'I2- pounri boy at G: 30 
a , \11., .JL1ne 6th. The docto r arri ved at 
abollt 6: :l5 a,m, 

(;nltll) of Hearl Office Pipe Linl'l".'l. whn 
gnth('rcll in Ac: counUng D epnr llll('ni un Mn~' 
I.jlh to ('x L~nd ~t; od wishe~ til (-fnITY Ph?IIl .'4. 
whf) r~l.llrll ed In Sl. Louh-l tu C'nv."ln~ HI II 
bll~illCS!;i venture. 
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Snapshot Saga Of Shell 
Club's Fishing Party 

Hous ton Pipe Linel'S and l)thel' Shell 
Club mcmlwl's "set ,.;ail" for Betti:;oll's 
fishing- pier on the coast ea rly nn thl' 
day of May 17th, Olll' first view " how s 
so me of them e mbal'l,ing' on the "Eva" 
for thl' pier. shown in the seto nd pi<:tul'e. 
looking' top to bottom, Our h e roine' ell­
tel''' the s tory in th e th i I'd s hot a nel we 
see hel' angling' from the pier. fate hid­
den with a s un-shade; then a dose up of 
t he I'ed-fi gh tugg'ing 011 th e line . g'iving' 
a s tron g tussle with his lllh pounds, 
And fi nally , now facing the tame"'l, 'we 
~ee our he roine is non e other than Ml's, 
S, B, !:lean, whose husband is in tlw En­
g'inc,el'ing iJepartl)l e nt of H e ad Office, 
li nd who 1'",lIly made Lhe Gi g t<ll'.l'h or: 
th ,' day, 

I' II'ELINEI~S FIG IT FLOOnS-
(Continuer! hom Page Five) 

say Lhat when the Deep ,Fork Rive l' 
leaves ho me and s bll't" to w<lnder, they. 
too, have troubles in performing Lh~'i r 
I'(' g'ld))\' duties, From reports, it is ,.» '0],­
a"'Y HI' PI'OPOS to say that this time the 
riv l'" lltot only lcft hom c , but that it has 
lH,t' 1l on a tOll.!.!.'h "binge." 

A nllllli.>l'I' of persons in Lh e Mid-Con ­
tinent pipelille family were fOl'ced to 
Il'"ve th eir homes by the onrush of floor! 
W!lt~'rs , Th ese are alwavs unfol,tunate 
e:qlt' I'iences, anti their f el low employees 
118V <' exp res~e rl hope that those viet ims 
of' I he flood have sllffel 'etl no sel'iolls loss 
of Pl'< 'so nal IH'OPPlty, 

No I'c ports have been received fl'Olll 

I flf'r r100rJ ed noints alon~' th~, pi,w line. 
110WI 'VP I', the c:loudburs t thro ughout T ex­
a s "1)(1 Okiahollla hav e convel ' ted most. 
of Ull' otherwis(! dl 'v lands into veritabil' 
lal<es, ' 

Eve ll '.IftC'I' the flood ",:atel' ;; r eted t;, 
the tl'lluhll's of the pipelinl'rs are sti ll 
not OVl'I', In the wake of the muddv 
water~ will he left considenlble (lallla,!!'~' 
to Iw repaired, I'epla(,l'llll'nts to bl~ install­
l'd and tons of sediment. anrl d e bri s to 
\. ,1' ('Ieared away, but thel 'l' b definit<, 
saLisfadioll ill knowing' that no problem 
or job is too big' 1'01' the pipe line I'. 

MENU AT lml> RIVEH CAMP 

1.1IrH"h - L'~I-{~:-; ~tntl na L'OIl 

Sup)Jer · HHeo n l illd l ':gl' H H~h 

Pa ,e:e Seven 

/ 

/ /. 



nE 'E R'S QVICI, ACTION S AV ES 
BAJ\EH'S LrFE-

(Continucd hom Pag:e Two) 

and trying' to I'emove hi s shirt. H e said 
h e wa s bitten foul' times by l'utti esIDi<C'6, 
We s t n rted walking toward the (;c1l', and 
on the way Bakel' was unable to climb 
a fen ee and fell over it. I asisted him 
to th e cal', and he told me I'd find a 
!,.;nake bite kit in the ,e;love compartment. 

"As r was opening- the kit und making' 
preparations to administer fil'st aid, 
8aker explained what happened: 'r \'} 'IS 

wa Iking down the side of the (;reek loo k­
ing for s ig'ns of oil dUllla g'e, r wanted to 
(TO:;':;, and \Vhen I found >l nal'l'OW place 
about three 01 ' fOLlI' fcet wide I jumped 
to cross, While in mid-ail' I saw a hll'g'c 
rattlesnake diredly in my puth, coiled 
and r eady to strike, As I landed he stl'll<:k 
me just above the l'ight ankle, and T 
m a de anothel' leap £ol'w<1l'(l, on ly to see 
th e spot when' I would land \ ':,15 liLel'ally 
covered with snakes, I a ttem pted b 
throw myself to one sidc', but heing' off 
calan<.:e, I :fell among' t he snakcs, At­
temptin,~' to protect m y facc, T thl' e w 
up my left hand and was bitte n between 
the thumb and first fing'e r. The s nake 
still hung: on, I wa s s haking' him off 
and ,dmost s imultaneous lv two othe r 
~nakes :; tl'llck, O'1e s triking' 'm y Icft. c heek 
and the otlllel' my left ar111, Fin ally I 
stru ggled tei my feet and ran tow ,l nl tIl'-' 
ear.' " 

Geer describes his fi rst aid trcatl11(;nt 
saying': "Bakel' instructed m e to make 
an' in~i~ion neal' each fan,~' mark with th() 
;.;(;a lpe l with whieh the kit was e('{uipped, 
encou rag ing me and stoically ur)!;in,~' me 
to make t he cuts deep, none of whi'C11 

would bleed, After making' all the in ­
(;ision s and sti ll bringin g no bleeding , I 
applied the s uction pump to ,ill cuts to 
start it. Bakel' held hi :; cheek to kec p 
the ve nom from the hloodstrea m while 
{ applied a tourniquet 011 hi s left arm 
and pulled it as tight as possiblc, Bake l' 
bec,lme quite ill, and placin,e: him in the 
cal', I star tecl to Seymour, but lost the 
way an d had to retrace our cou;'se, but 
with Baker's help, I found a rO<1n which 
took us to the highway, 

"At this time I made a tOLll'l1iquL't of 
m y handkerchief and plac'cd it be low his 
l'ig'ht I<nee , Baker was very ill and bleed ­
ing profusely now h om all the in cisio ns, 
so ' I held him neal' the ri g ht w indow in 
ail cffort to keep him from fainti ng, 

"About s i~ miles along- lhe way, w e 
saw J, H" Brooks, who was working' on 
a tnl.ctol', We stopped a,nd a s ked him to 
get in ancl h elp Bakel', Bl'ooks as ked no 
qu es tions but left his tnlc.:tor runnin,t;' 
and jumped in, As soon as he was in 
the c.:ar, he was instruc.:ted to loosen the 

tourniquet on Baker's arm for il few 
second s, which he did, 

"As I drove ,llong- I not i<.:ed we were 
running' put of g as, ::; 0 while s toPliing at 
Bomarton for g-as, r in s tructed Bl'Ook~ to 
c.:all the lJayl oJ' County Hos pital, inforlll­
in,l!.' them of OlH' patient's con dition and 
I'(-'fjuestet! thclll t o have a doctor Hnd 
snake-bite serum waiting OUI' arrival. 
Brooks did so; I stuck a dollar bill in the 
station attendants's pocket, and we werl' 
on the \vay'once again, No further' mis-

A ]) EI'A RnNG WOIt!) FHOM 
H, B, Hlell 

While I am look in g' fonvanl to 
illY new ass ig'nment in vVashington, 
and appreciate- the op portunity to 
do illY bit in a larp;c l' field, I sin­
cerely reg'l'ct the nc<.:cssity of le'l.V­
in~' my Illany fi'i(!n d s in the PIpe 
Line Organi7,ati on , 

Many improvements in OUl' f a til i­
ties anel op e l',lt ion;; have beert m ndc 
dUl 'ing the: past thl'ce yea'I' s L,) 
meet chang'ed tl'Cl nST10l'ta tion re ­
quirements , wh ich h ave only bccn 
po~sibl e hy the c loscst coo-opcration 
of Ill y co-worl, e rs, Thi s co-openl­
tion ha s bee n !-','ivc!n by all ell1-
ployees along- the en ti 1'(' syste m in 
thc Illost meticulou s 'de tail and r 
cannot oV('I'lool( this oilPDltunity 
to th'lnk ea<.:h of you, ilHliviclually 
and collecti ve ly, fl.)!' the results 
achi eved, r feel that I c.:an promise­
th i ~ sa mc whol elH'al 'lc:d cc-ope nr­
tion on behul f 01' the staff. to M I', 
Anderson fOl' lh(' :[utul'e, 

I reg'l'et that [ will not have' I\l<' 
"ppol'tun ity to see pe rsontl ll y 1I11' 
Illpn in th e field , s o that J mig'ht 
thank them for th e ex (,{uisit!' dl 's k 
,:et and clock which has b", 'n II1'e­

se nted to me, Please uc-cepl lhc:;c 
written words , the1'efol'e, as an ex ­
pression or illy si ncel'e ap'll'ecia­
tion to all for this token 01' your 
:fI-ien<lship, 

(Sig'netl) 
.Tune j:-;, ID41, R, R. HI . 11 , 

haps o<.:cun'ed ancl when we UI'I'i vl,d al. 
the hospital, DI'. C, E, Johnson was I'ead,' 
and \,;' aiting- with anti-venom injl'diol1s," 

Many fJ-iend s of Baker in S hell Pipe 
Line Corporation and Sh ,II Oil Co mpan y 
rc ioice in the fact thal he is now well 
on' his way to )' (' <':OV ! )'Y, 

Editor's Not ..( A l)I'e('iation ~ I'~ll the' 
entil'e Shell F dlli ily "oes to Ml'. 'rooks 
1'01' the purt Iw' Play7J in this in'ei l cnt. 

, 

" 
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